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Fresno VA Issues Statement on Legionella Case 
 

FRESNO, Calif. – VA Central California Health Care System (VACCHCS) is committed to 

providing safe, high-quality care that Veterans have earned and deserved. An inpatient tested 

positive for Legionella bacteria. 

 

VA leadership executed a comprehensive remediation plan to eliminate any possible hospital based 

source. On Jan. 3, 2015, the entire Fresno VA facility water system was successfully treated with 

hyper-chlorination. There has been no impact to patient care. 

 

No additional cases of Legionnaires’ disease have been detected. Please note that the water is safe 

to drink, for use in washing your hands and for use in patient care. Legionella is present in natural 

and artificial water environments worldwide. Legionella is not transmitted from person-to-person. 

 

Background  

 

On Jan. 1, 2015, an inpatient Veteran was noted to have tested positive for Legionella urine antigen.  

The patient is clinically stable at this time.  

 

In compliance with Legionella VA Directive 1061, dated Aug. 13, 2014, last quarterly testing of 

facility water for Legionella bacteria took place on Sep. 24, 2014, with no samples meeting 0.1 

Colony Forming Unit (CFU) detection limit.  

 

In adherence to emergency mitigation protocols, VA senior leaders were immediately alerted. 

Notification to the Fresno County (California) Department of Public Health and consultation with 

VA National Office of Infectious Diseases Service occurred.  

 

The safety of our Veterans, employees, volunteers and visitors is always paramount, and special 

emphasis was placed on keeping our internal staff and impacted families up-to-date. 

 

 

--more-- 
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VACCHCS 

 

Remediation Process 

 

VA leadership expedited a comprehensive remediation plan: 

 On Jan. 2, 2015: Approximately, ten (10) hot and ten (10) cold water outlets, including ice 

machines were tested. A total of 42 samples were collected with emphasis on the rooms 

where the Veteran was treated.  

 

 On Jan. 3-4, 2015: Successful hyper-chlorination of the entire Fresno VA water system was 

completed. All inpatient areas were remediated through shock chlorination and water levels 

returned to their normal levels.  

 

 Clinicians have implemented protocols to screen past and future patients for hospital-

acquired pneumonia, and employees with pneumonia-related concerns are referred to 

Employee Health. 

 

The Way Ahead  

 

The Fresno VA has a zero tolerance policy for the presence of Legionella and tests for its existence 

quarterly. We will continue to closely monitor our water quality to ensure we maintain a safe 

environment for our VACCHCS community. 

 

A comprehensive Legionella Fact Sheet is available at www.fresno.va.gov. 

 

For all media inquiries, please contact the Chief, Public Affairs, Cenethea Lofbom at 559-228-5308 

or cenethea.lofbom@va.gov. 
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