[image: CommSite]DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VA Central California Health Care System
2615 East Clinton Avenue
Fresno CA  93703-2286



	MEDIA ADVISORY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 1, 2016
	CONTACT:
	Cenethea Lofbom
Chief, Public Affairs 
Phone: 559-228-5308
Cell: 559-400-1525
E-mail: cenethea.lofbom@va.gov 




[bookmark: _GoBack] VA Honors “Team Fresno” Veteran Medalists on July 18th

FRESNO, Calif. –VA Central California Health Care System (VACCHCS) is hosting an awards ceremony to recognize the achievements of Central Valley Veterans, who returned victorious after participating in the following competitions: the National Veterans Golden Age Games, National Veterans Wheelchair Games and Valor Games Far West. The ceremony will begin promptly at 11:30 a.m. on Monday, July 18th at the Fresno VA Medical Center Main Entrance.

Media is invited to capture team awards, presentations and interview Veteran athletes to highlight their commitment and dedication to being proactive and embracing a healthier lifestyle to include those with a wide range of abilities and disabilities.

Media interested in attending are ask to RSVP in advance by July 11, if possible via email to Chief, Public Affairs, cenethea.lofbom@va.gov. VACCHCS is located at 2615 E. Clinton Ave., Fresno, CA 93703. You should arrive by 11:15 a.m. for parking and set-up. 

Background. 

National Veterans Golden Age Games | July 10-July 14, 2016 | Detroit, Michigan. This is the premier senior adaptive rehabilitation program in the United States, and the only national multi-event sports and recreational seniors’ competition program designed to improve the quality of life for all older Veterans, including those with a wide range of abilities and disabilities. The VA Challenges and encourages senior Veterans to be proactive in embracing a healthier lifestyle. 
The games are open to Veterans, ages 55 or older, who receive health care from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Official website: http://www.va.gov/opa/speceven/gag/index.asp.

–more–


VETERAN MEDALISTS – TEAM FRESNO

Background. 

National Veterans Wheelchair Games (NVWG) | June 27-July 2, 2016 | Salt Lake City, Utah. Since 1985, Paralyzed Veterans of America and the Department of Veterans Affairs have joined forces to work collaboratively to organize and execute the annual NVWG. The program empowers Veterans with spinal cord injuries, multiple sclerosis, amputations and other neurological injuries to live more active and healthy lives through wheelchair sports and recreation. Official website: http://wheelchairgames.org/.

Valor Games Far West | June 3-6, 2016 | Coast Guard Island, Alameda, CA. In partnership with the U.S. Coast Guard and the Northern California Regional Paralympic Sport Program, Far West Wheelchair Athletic Association hosts the Valor Games Far West. Valor Games event is for any Veteran with a disability who is eligible for VA healthcare. The goal of the Valor Games is to introduce adapted sports to attendees. Official website: http://valorgamesfarwest.com/.
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